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Annie Montgomerie. Photo © Annie Montgomerie, courtesy Yorkshire Sculpture Park.

This summer Yorkshire Sculpture Park (YSP) welcomes artist Annie Montgomerie back for a new 
exhibition of intricate handmade sculptural figures, on display from 15 August. 

Missies and Nippers follows the artist’s sell-out exhibition Hand Me Downs at YSP in 2022 and features 
a new collection of her much-loved, hand-crafted animal figures. These characterful creatures inhabit a 
tender emotional space between childhood and adulthood, representing familiar feelings of vulnerability 
and nostalgia. Their faces express complex emotions and the contradictions of childlike wonder and 
innocence alongside feelings of sadness, shyness and loneliness.  



Each one of Montgomerie’s creations - cats, dogs, 
foxes, elephants and other exotic animals - is 
meticulously constructed by hand. Their bodies 
are made from vintage finds from the 1970s 
and 1980s, layered with retro patterned fabrics, 
jewellery, favourite toys and faux furs. Dressed in 
tiny frocks or trouser suits, they have a loved-to-
death, thread-bare quality, while their postures 
and expressions quietly suggest stories of hope, 
fragility and belonging. 

With works of such small scale, there is a sense of 
intimacy and secrecy to them with their postures 
and expressions telling stories of their fragile 
lives, of hopefulness and uncertainty, which can 
continue into our own adulthoods. 

YSP’s Retail Programme and Product 
Development Manager Amanda Peach says: 
“Annie’s work has such a gentle way of speaking 
to people. In Missies and Nippers, she draws on 
memories of childhood, difference and belonging 
to create figures that feel full of character and 
quiet emotion. There’s something very touching 
about the way their small worlds combine to hold 
joy and vulnerability in equal measure. Making 
these pieces is a way for Annie to savour both 
and honour the small, insecure child she once 
was.” 

Annie Montgomerie, Wiffle, 2025. Photo © Annie Montgomerie, 
courtesy Yorkshire Sculpture Park.

Annie also reflects on returning to YSP for a second solo exhibition, saying: “I remember the first time 
I exhibited at YSP; the nervous excitement and the sense of stepping into something larger than myself. 
Coming back now feels different. There is still that same pulse of anticipation, but it is layered with deeper 
confidence and a more reflective kind of gratitude. 

“It feels both grounding and quietly momentous. YSP is a place that carries a particular kind of creative 
generosity, one that allows work to breathe and find its own rhythm within the space.” 

She added: “The gallery has a rare balance of intimacy and scale. It can hold quiet, delicate work without 
swallowing it up, and that quality means a great deal to me. My pieces often live in small worlds, and yet 
within the YSP gallery they seem to find a natural belonging. Returning for a second solo exhibition feels 
like a conversation continuing, rather than a beginning.” 

All works – 25 in total – are available to purchase, ranging in price from £1,800-£4,000. YSP is a registered 
charity (number 1067908) Proceeds from all sales supports its work to bring world-class art to Yorkshire.

- ENDS - 



Annie Montgomerie, Bobble, 2025. © the artist. Photo © Annie 
Montgomerie, courtesy Yorkshire Sculpture Park.

Annie Montgomerie, Orbie and Felby, 2025. © the artist. Photo 
courtesy Yorkshire Sculpture Park.
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About Annie Montgomerie
Textile and mixed-media artist Annie Montgomerie (b. 1970) works from her hometown of Dorchester, Dorset. 
After studying stone carving at Weymouth College, in 1991 Montgomerie gained a Higher National Diploma in 
Art and Design from Plymouth College of Art, specialising in silversmithing and jewellery. Whilst working as an 
art technician at Thomas Hardye School the artist began working with clay and model making.

Montgomerie has shown her anthropomorphic creatures worldwide and has gained a wealth of fans. Solo 
exhibitions include Hand Me Downs, Yorkshire Sculpture Park (2022); Fitting In, Beinart Gallery, Victoria, 
Australia (2022); Home Time, The Copro Gallery, Santa Monica, USA (2019); and Benjamin Pollock’s Toyshop, 
London, UK (2018). Group exhibition and projects include LA Art Show, Los Angeles, USA (2021); and a window 
display at Paul & Joe, Paris, France (2019).

About Yorkshire Sculpture Park
Awarded VisitEngland’s gold accolade in 2023-24 for an outstanding visitor attraction, Yorkshire Sculpture 
Park (YSP) is the leading international centre for modern and contemporary sculpture. Welcoming around 
380,000 visitors each year, YSP is a registered charity and accredited museum situated in the 500-acre, 18th-
century Bretton Hall estate in West and South Yorkshire.  
 
YSP is the largest sculpture park in Europe. Founded in 1977 by Sir Peter Murray CBE it is led by Director Joe 
Hill. It is the only place in Europe to see Barbara Hepworth’s The Family of Man in its entirety, alongside a 
significant collection of sculpture, including works by Anthony Caro, Vanessa da Silva, Auke de Vries, Elisabeth 
Frink, Damien Hirst, Henry Moore, Marc Quinn, Ursula von Rydingsvard and Hank Willis Thomas, and site-
specific works by Hemali Bhuta, Andy Goldsworthy, Alfredo Jaar, David Nash, Sean Scully and James Turrell.  
 
YSP mounts a year-round temporary exhibitions programme including some of the world’s leading artists 
across three indoor galleries and the outdoors. Highlights include exhibitions by Fiona Banner, Anthony Caro, 
Tony Cragg, Leonardo Drew, Robert Indiana, Amar Kanwar, KAWS, William Kentridge, Bharti Kher, Kimsooja, 
Joan Miró, Henry Moore, Lindsey Mendick, Annie Morris, Giuseppe Penone, Jaume Plensa, Ursula von 
Rydingsvard, Sean Scully, Chiharu Shiota, Yinka Shonibare CBE, David Smith, Joana Vasconcelos, Bill Viola and 
Erwin Wurm.  
 
Across its 49-year history, YSP has worked with over 1,000 artists from more than 40 countries, on varied 
projects from short-term residencies to major surveys. YSP supports artists at vital stages in their careers and 
is rare in having the accommodation, workshops and expertise to enable open-ended and risk-taking practice, 



giving artists space, time and support to think and to develop new ideas. 

Over this time, YSP has sought to ignite, nurture and sustain interest in and debate around contemporary art 
and sculpture, especially with those for whom art participation is not habitual or familiar. It enables open access 
to art, situations and ideas, and continues to re-evaluate and expand the approach to considering art’s role and 
relevance in society. Supporting 40,000 people each year through YSP’s learning programme, this innovative 
work develops ability, confidence and life aspiration in participants.  
 
YSP’s core work is made possible by investment from Arts Council England, Wakefield Council, Roger Evans, 
the Liz and Terry Bramall Foundation, The Garfield Weston Foundation and the Dunard Fund. YSP was named 
Art Fund Museum of the Year in 2014 and awarded the 2023 Visitor Attraction of the Year and Cultural Award 
in the Yorkshire Post Tourism Awards.


